@ Dearest Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

O,

Greetings to you in the loving, living, and life-giving name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!

World Day of Prayer (WDP) is a global ecumenical movement of Christian women from diverse
faith traditions who unite each year in prayer and action on the first Friday in March. Each
year, a different country prepares the WDP worship service, interpreting Scripture within their
own cultural context and highlighting the challenges and hopes of women and children around
the world. Upholding the motto “Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action,” World Day of Prayer
seeks to foster peace, justice, and equality for women everywhere through prayer,
partnership, service, and celebration.

We are filled with great joy to invite you to the 99th World Day of Prayer service and celebration, prepared this year
by the women of Nigeria. Located on the west coast of Africa, Nigeria is a vibrant nation of more than 250 ethnic
groups, rich in cultural, historical, and geographical diversity. The 2026 theme, drawn from Matthew 11:28-30, is
“l Will Give You Rest: Come.” At a time when people around the world are weighed down by many burdens, our
Nigerian sisters offer profound insights into finding true rest in God. Through their exploration of burdens such as
shame, systemic oppression, religious persecution, poverty, and despair, they invite us to reflect on both the weight of
human suffering and the depth of God’s divine and restorative rest.

To enrich our experience of worship, this year’s WDP service features a playlet about a young girl named Chioma,
along with stories of three Nigerian women — Beatrice, Jato, and Blessing — whose lives beautifully illustrate how God
offers rest through community, faith, and hope. The Bible Study explores the theme of divine rest from creation to
Christ, revealing how Jesus transforms rest from rigid observance into a gift of liberating mercy. Original music by
Chisom R. Chukwumerije, including the moving theme song, invites all who are weary to find comfort in God. The
artwork, Rest for the Weary by Gift Amarachi Ottah, powerfully portrays the burdens borne by women from diverse
backgrounds. The Children’s Program engages young participants through prayer, storytelling, and cultural activities
that teach how to both receive and share God’s rest. The Country Background section offers insight into Nigeria’s rich
heritage, its contemporary challenges, and the strength and resilience of Nigerian women.

We encourage you to plan your WDP services with creativity and purpose. Each planning committee is urged to involve
young women in meaningful ways, ensuring that the mission and vision of WDP are passed on to future generations by
inviting our daughters, granddaughters, nieces, and neighbors to participate. Please also arrange a children’s service
and kindly make full use of the printed and digital resources prepared by the WDP Committee of Nigeria and published
by WDP-USA. After your WDP service, please take a moment to complete the evaluation form so we can better
respond to your needs in the future. We look forward to hearing your inspiring reports and stories from the WDP
celebrations in your churches and communities.

It is with great joy and anticipation that we announce the upcoming Centennial Celebration of World Day of Prayer in
2027, marking 100 years of uninterrupted global ecumenical prayer led by Christian women. The centennial theme,
“United in Prayer for Justice and Peace,” invites us to give thanks for God’s faithfulness and to renew our shared
commitment to this movement and ministry of prayer. WDP began with small seeds and has now blossomed into a
great tree whose branches now stretch across the world, bearing fruit in every season. May God empower us on our
journey ahead as we walk step-by-step and hand-in-hand with one another.

It is our hope that you and your community will be deeply blessed through the worship, words, stories, and songs from
Nigeria. We continue to pray that this year’s WDP service will lead us more fully to Christ, enabling us to lovingly
accept His invitation to find rest, renewal, and rejuvenation in Him. Let us join together in a global circle of informed
prayer and prayerful action. May the Lord of the Sabbath fill our hearts with His

peace, and may His rest restore our souls. Glory and thanks be to God!

With prayerful regards on behalf of WDP-USA,
Mrs. Neethi Prasad, Chair, World Day of Prayer USA
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